Dear Daniel,
You became the apple of my eye the day you were born. I couldn’‛t wait
to see what you looked like and I was so thrilled to meet you! You were
an adorable baby and have grown into a charming boy. I am excited to
see what the future holds for you!
I admire your creativity and your ability to focus on big projects. You
can build complex Lego sets and write comics from scratch. I am so
proud of your ability to stick with your interests, especially pursuing
violin and soccer, even when it felt hard. Your ability to stick with
something will serve you well all your life. Your love of reading and
books is something that I have too and I am so glad for that. I know
that we will always share a love of good stories together, even when
you are grown and living your own life.
I love you with all my heart and I hope for all good things for you as
you grow and mature. I know you to be a good older brother and a
great friend to kids at school. I feel confident you will continue to be
all these things and more!
Love,

Mom

From somewhere we heard that today is the day
that Daniel's friends can all have their say
and even the friends that you don't often see
like your brown-eyed aunt Marna and uncle Yah-knee
It's easy to say something nice about you
for you're smart and fun-loving and talented too!
And just like the apple of our precious eye,
you're special to us. More than money can buy.
Daniel can do things like few people can
for playing the violin, he is just the man
or playing tennis or soccer or chess
or being a cub scout and doing his best
A StarWars Falcon has thousands of parts
But Daniel can build one, he knows where to start
It takes perserverance and brains like a geek
he finished the whole thing in less than a week!
So finally, Daniel, we just want to say
that across the Atlantic in a place far away
we salute you and celebrate all you can be
and pray that God bless you today specially.

From	
  Ouma
Dear Daniel
You truly are one of the apples of my eye.
From the first time I saw you (on a photo sent by Daddy), our hearts melted and then started to sing.
You looked so pretty and promising!
Then, since we first met you, Oupa and I became your biggest fans. You are kind and funny and
interesting and full of beans- just like Daddy was!
I don't only have a picture of you in a "brag book" in my handbag, but I also carry you around in my
heart. When I close my eyes, I can see you running around in the backyard, or giggling while playing with
your friends, or chasing Colin or building lego-structures.
I cherish the memories of the times we snuggled together reading books.
I praise God for a special grandson like you!
Your doting long-distance granny,
Ouma

From	
  Nana
Hi My Sweet Daniel,
You became the "apple of my eye" as soon as I first saw you being wheeled out of the delivery room
just after you were born. You actually had your beautiful eyes wide open and you were staring right at
me. I had tears of joy in my eyes, because I felt so much love swell up in my heart. Even the doctor said
he had never seen a baby so alert right after birth! I will always remember that moment when I became
a grandmother for the first time. You will always be the "apple of my eye" and I'm so proud of you and
all your accomplishments. I love you so much! Lots of hugs and kisses, Nana

From	
  Daddy
Dear Daniel,
Here are a few of the things I love about you that make you the Apple of my eye:
1. You playing your violin
I can see how you enjoy making music and it makes me so happy to hear you play. You
have a lot of talent, but you also practice hard, which makes it sound even more beautiful
every  day.    I  am  very  proud  of  you  for  working  so  hard  at  it.    I  can’t  wait  to  play  more  
tunes with you!
2. Being a great big brother to Colin
You teach him patiently and include him in so many of your activities. It is important for
brothers to be good friends. He can learn so much from you about generosity and being
a good friend.
3. Sharing your emotions
Whether  you  are  happy,  sad,  mad,  or  bored…  you  communicate  it  clearly  and we can
then talk about it. I love that you can share your emotions like that with me!
4. Trying new things
Whether it is trying a new food like sushi (even eel!), or a new activity like skateboarding,
you love to try new things at least once. I love that you are so adventurous.
5. Belly laughs
When  you  laugh  from  your  belly,  you  create  smiles  on  everyone’s  faces.    When  you  are  
happy, everyone around you feel happy!
6. Determination
When you have your mind set on something, you really stick to it. Whether it is
completing  a  puzzle,  legos,  reading  a  book…  When  you  commit  to  doing  something,  you  
have a very strong drive to complete it. That is a great characteristic.
7. Affection
Probably my favorite thing is that you are very sweet and
caring. When you hug someone you really mean it and you
make the person feel so much better. I love your hugs!
These are just a few of the things that make you the Apple of my
Eye!
Love, Your Dad.

From	
  Anup
My dear Daniel,
Although you and I have not been friends for long, I have had the good fortune of seeing you grow as a
fine young man, a generous older brother and an adorable son and friend and in doing so, you have
taught me a few things about growing up - Thoughtfulness
- Kindness
- Generosity
- Sharing
I am going to enjoy seeing you grow into a smart, creative and hardworking young man.
-Uncle Anup

